
 

 

 

 
  

LANDac - Netherlands Land Academy 2010-2016 

An overview of valorization and outreach activities 

LANDac was set up in 2010 as a network of Dutch organizations: academic institutions, the government, 

NGOs and private sector, and is based at Utrecht University’s International Development Studies (IDS) 

group. The network has developed into a knowledge hub on land governance and development: linking all 

types of knowledge (both long-term academic research: 9 PhD’s and 2 Postdoc’s; and short-term action 

research: 22 projects with partners) to policy makers and practitioners from governments, NGOs, private 

sector stakeholders both inside and outside the Netherlands, with a specific focus on countries in Asia, 

Africa and Latin America. This overview summarizes some highlights of the activities and related impacts 

that are at the core of LANDac’s valorization portfolio. 

Research into policy and practice  

Since 2010, LANDac has engaged in numerous long-term research projects (9 PhD trajectories and 2 

Postdoc studies), as well as short-term action research (22 research projects completed), both with partners 

from the Netherlands and from developing countries. Research findings and outputs have continuously 

been presented in different academic and non-academic settings, including in lunch lectures at Ministries 

and at the EU level, with strong representation from policy makers; in public lectures for a diverse 

audience; in meetings with private sector stakeholders; and at international conferences and events, 

including the World Bank and at UN institutions. Since 2010, LANDac has organized 8 international 

conferences and events with representatives from academia, civil society, governments and the private 

sector; has published 6 books and over 40 articles in peer-reviewed journals and professional publications, 

in addition to inputs for expert consultations and policy advice. In the past six years, LANDac has organized 

over 50 seminars/ lunch meetings/ round table discussions; and LANDac partners have been interviewed 

for several national and international media. 

Research and education: Courses and training 

Our summer school is being organized for 7 years in a row now, attracting increasing numbers of students 

(with a total of 113 alumni now), who draw from academia, civil society and the business community, 

including consultancy firms. Lectures are being given by experts from different sectors, focusing on the 

multi-disciplinary aspects of land governance, including land administration and smart solutions, 

sustainable land management, climate change, equitable access and land rights, gender, migration and 

conflicts. In addition to our annual summer school we have recently started to organize in-country tailor-

made learning trajectories linking land governance and food security, three trajectories have been 

implemented in Ethiopia, Ghana and Uganda (with a total number of 56 participants). Throughout the 

course of LANDac, numerous Master students have been engaged in our work: through their fieldwork, via 

internships and as young professionals in start-up positions (with around 40 MSc thesis written on topics of 

land governance, around 10 internships and numerous students engaged in conference organization, short-

term research assignments and other activities).  

Multi-stakeholder dialogue 

Two platforms have been set up for further linking our research to policy and practice (with a strong focus 

on the Dutch government and private sector): the Utrecht-based LANDforum in which 50 experts from 

selected countries (Brazil, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Mozambique, South Africa and Uganda) come together and 

discuss how to optimize the link between land governance, equitable sustainable development and food 

security. Within the Netherlands, LANDac is closely linked to the Land Governance Multi-stakeholder 



 

 

 

 
  

Dialogue (LG-MSD), which is chaired by the Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation and 

aims to provide concrete suggestions for Dutch public and private actors in how to contribute to 

responsible land governance. Participants in the LG-MSD include experts from the Dutch government, 

universities, NGOs, farmers organizations, trade and workers’ unions, banks and pension funds, large 

infrastructure development companies and other private sector stakeholders. A total of around 100 experts 

and decision makers are involved.  

Contributions to academic and policy debates 

Impacts of the valorization activities include the attention for land governance within the Dutch and 

international policy agenda (including invitations for public hearings of the House of Representatives of the 

Netherlands and the EU Working Group on Land Issues, as well as providing input for new international 

guidelines); influencing the research agenda (including new research programmes launched on topics 

related to land governance and the role of the private sector); new collaborations with businesses and 

financial institutions (research assignments, invitations for presentations and direct exchanges); and new 

research funding acquired. 


