
EMPOWERED RURAL WOMEN 
AS KEY DRIVERS OF 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS IN  COLOMBIAN  
POST-CONFLICT TIMES 

Natalia Cediel Becerra 
Luis Carlos Villamil  

 

LANDac Annual International Conference 2017 
Utrecht ς The Netherlands 

June 29th-30th, 2017 



ROOTS OF VIOLENCE AND CIVIL WAR IN COLOMBIA 

1. WEAKNESS OF COLOMBIAN STATE 
¢ƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 
effective institutions of government (Coatsworth, 2003) 

2. UNEQUAL ACCESS TO LAND AND OTHER 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
In distant rural areas, government barely functions, 
leading to chronic poverty and inequality 

4. VIOLENCE IN POLITIC PARTIES  
Almost one century of violence between the two historic 
political parties.  

оΦ /h[ha.L!Ω{  5LCCL/¦[¢ D9hDw!tI¸  
It created a territorial fragmentation in which many places 
remained virtually stateless for decades  

5. POLITICAL EXCLUSION AND LOW PARTICIPATION 
OF CIVIL SOCIETY 

ά5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
destructiveness, there is no 
ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŀǳǎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέΦ  
(González, F. 2014) 

  



/ƻƭƻƳōƛŀ ƛǎ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ нƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭ 
country after Honduras 

1. Multidimensional 
Poverty Index in rural 
Colombia: 45%.  

2. The rural poverty is 3 
more times than urban 
poverty. 

3. 2/3 of agricultural land 
is concentrated in just 
0.4 % of farmland 
holdings. 

4. 84% of the smallest 
farms control less than 4 
% of land 

 
Exacerbated by the increase of large-scale cattle 
ranches, oil, timber and mining projects and 
agricultural plantations, like soya, palm oil and sugar 
cane.  (Simon Ticehurst - Oxfam, 2016). 



GENDER AND THE CIVIL WAR   

Å During the war, a total of 260.000 
were killed, 6 million were displaced, 
45.000 were missed. 

Å 17% of missing and assassinated 
political and community leaders 
were women  

Å 52% of displaced population are 
rural women 

Å All rebels and paramilitary groups in 
Colombia have been reported to 
rape women and girls  

ÅWomen have been forced to observe 
war crimes committed against their 
sons and husbands as well as being 
victimized by executions, mutilations 
and sexual slavery. 



CURRENT CONTEXT: POSTCONFLICT 
CHALLENGES   

FARC rebels and the government signed a 
peace deal in September 2016. 

FARC victims attend a ceremony, where the guerrilla 
rebels publicly asked for forgiveness on December 5th.  

ά¢ƘŜ disarmament by the roughly 7,000 rebels brings 
Latin America's oldest civil conflict close to a formal ŜƴŘά 
United Nations - June 27th.  



COLOMBIAN RURAL WOMEN FACE THREE TYPES OF 
INEQUALITIES: BEING WOMEN, BEING RURAL AND 

BELONGING TO ETHNIC AFFILIATION  
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No official data can be found on 
rural women conditions 

2. Unpaid work. No Access to clean 
wáter, energy and sanitization 

services which means more time 
dedicated to those activities  

3. Low opportunities of education  

4. No access to land, credit, technical 
assistance and productions assets.  

5. Public policies favouring 
agrobussiness blocking women to 

develop family agriculture practices .  


