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“Click! I have just bought 10 sq cm of rainforest for a few pennies on the net. 

Click click! That's 0.2 sq ft of Patagonia coastline saved from mining. Click 

click click! A friend has just given me as a present 1 sq m of the Palmyra 

atoll, wherever that is.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2008/feb/13/c

onservation 



What is green grabbing? 

■ The appropriation of land and resources for environmental ends 

(Fairhead et al. 2012). 

■ Key words: green economy, neoliberal turn, neoliberalization of 

environmental arenas of governance,  privatization and 

commoditization of nature. 

■ “Nature must pay its way” -> ontologies of ecology are replaced by 

those of ‘natural capital’ and ecosystem processes appear (Fairhead 

et al. 2012) 
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National parks and protected areas 

as well as plantations and logging 

 

Private and state enterprises, 

NGOs, “traditional” development 

actors. 

 

Paternalist paradigm 

 

Exploitation and protection 
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Consequences 

■ How can non-equilibrium ecosystems obey the formulae of 
equilibrium economics? 

■ Local communities are either custodians of nature or 
environmental destroyers 

■ Who benefits? Who loses? Only two flavours? 

■ Often a large gap between neo-liberal theory and practice -> 
often assumed that neoliberalization of nature  always has 
homogenous effects. 

 



New actors 

New ontologies 

Focus on ecosystem services 

Market logics 

New forms of environmental 
governance 

GIS 

Nature detached from historical and 
social context  

Green debts and commodity trading 

A new vacuum of possibilities 

Agrarian struggles focused on land and 
resources 

New mobilizations, alliance and 
coalitions 

Alternatives to unruly politics and 
ecologies of the real world 

 

 



THE CASE OF TAOMI, 
TAIWAN 

ECOTOURISM 







 



THE CASE OF BAO 
THUAN 

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 

Degradation (REDD+) 







“We have more possibilities to decide 

how to use the forests after REDD+. ”  

“They asked for our permission to 

implement REDD+. ”  

“We believe that we can change the rules 

of using the natural forest. ”  

“REDD+ makes us less dependent on the 

natural forest” 



Conclusions 

■ Importance of local leaders and support is crucial. 

■ Free Prior Informed Consent as a process and not activity 

■ Easy to raise false expectations -> who will be held accountable? 

■ In the case of ecotourism -> important to know your product (what can be 
commodified?) and how to market it (how can we make others pay for it?) 

■ In the case of forest protection  -> revival of customary institutions, laws and 
management systems. 

 

■ Thank you!  


