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The LANDac Conference 2018 looked at land governance through the lens of mobility. Land 

acquisitions trigger migration and yield other types of mobility such as capital, goods and ideas. 

Ensuing land claims raise new questions for land governance. So far, the discussion has focused on 

respecting land rights, informing local residents and offering fair compensation. The conference 

explored the question: Given the variety of mobility, what are good ways forward in land governance? 
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Guiding questions 

¶ To what extent can land governance contribute to inclusive development, prevent eviction 

and displacement, and support vulnerable groups to safely settle and build secure and 

sustainable livelihoods?  

¶ How do economic transformations ς value chain integration, market liberalization or 

regulation ς affect the ability of rural people to make a living on their lands?  

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ  ȳŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ȳ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ς and what are the 

implications of their land investments for the (im)mobility of local communities?  

¶ And what is the role of migrants and displaced people? Where some are primarily victims, 

they may also be powerful actors investing in land.  

¶ The Sustainable Development Goals were central to the debate: what is the role of land 

governaƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨƭŜŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘΩ? 

 

About LANDac 

LANDac ς the Netherlands Land Academy is a 

partnership between Dutch organizations and 

their Southern partners working on land 

governance for equitable and sustainable 

development. LANDac brings together 

researchers, policymakers and practitioners 

who share a concern for land inequality and 

land-related conflicts to conduct research, 

distribute information and forge new 

partnerships. LANDac is hosted by Utrecht 

University and financed by the Netherlands 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

www.landgovernance.org 

 

Conference Organising Committee 2018 

Annelies Zoomers, Guus van Westen, Griet 

Steel, Vince Gebert, Marthe Derkzen (LANDac 

and Utrecht University), Gemma van der Haar 

(Wageningen University), Christine Richter 

(ITC, University of Twente), Barbara Codispoti 

(Oxfam Novib), Gerard Baltissen (KIT Royal 

Tropical Institute), Lisette Mey (Land Portal). 

 

Reading guide 

This report is an impression of the LANDac 

Conference 2018. It provides a summary of six 

plenary keynotes, the presentations and key 

insights from 32 parallel sessions, and the 

debates following from the plenary reflection 

panels. The report is based on and follows the 

structure of the Conference Programme, 

starting with Day 1. With contributions from 

panel chairs, speakers and participants. 

LANDac is grateful to several sponsors of the 

LANDac Annual International Conference 2018: 

Pathways to Sustainability / Utrecht University, 

Gemeente Utrecht, and the journal Land. 

LANDac also thanks Bambook for providing 

presents for the keynote speakers. 

 

http://www.landgovernance.org/
http://www.landgovernance.org/assets/LANDac-Conference-2018-Programme.pdf
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Day 1 

 

 

OPENING 

Annelies Zoomers, Professor of International 

Development Studies at Utrecht University and 

Chair of LANDac, opened the conference by 

looking back at the history of LANDac 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ 

including not only scholars, but also policy 

makers, practitioners and business people. The 

conference has increasingly become an open 

space for different type of actors and 

stakeholders to meet. The discussion widened 

its scope from a focus on primarily voluntary 

guidelines to the issue of making investments 

more productive and business models more 

inclusive. Also climate change became part of 

the debate. From a predominantly rural focus 

the conference made an urban turn, looking at 

large scale investments in urban areas. This 

yearΩs focus on mobility is important as we live 

in an age of mobility. Migrants, expats and 

other mobile actors are driving land 

investments and capital flows. A more 

nuanced approach to land investments could 

solve problems, engage people and avoid 

forced resettlement. 

 

 

Paul van de Logt, Head Food and Nutrition 

Security at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, praises the way in which LANDac 

contributes to and stimulates dialogue for 

development. Van de Logt stresses the need to 

influence the political agenda, as the Minister 

for Foreign Trade and Development 

Cooperation, Sigrid Kaag, seeks advise on 

policy priorities related to trade and 

development. The Ministry finances several 

programmes on land tenure and registration, 

among others in Benin, Bangladesh, Rwanda 

and Burundi. Land tenure acquired a central 

place in the aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ new policy note, and 

interventions in this regard have been 

positively evaluated. Regarding migration, van 

de Logt emphasises the importance of 

understanding how migration can be turned 

into constructive migration. 

 

 

KEYNOTES 

VEENA SRINIVASAN Land, Labour, and 

Technology:  Responses to Water Stress in an 

Urbanising Watershed in Southern India 

Veena Srinivasan, fellow at the Ashoka Trust 

for Research in Ecology and the Environment 

(ATREE) in Bangalore, zooms in on the 

connection between land, water and mobility. 

In the Arkavathy sub basin in Southern India, a 

rapidly urbanizing landscape on the outskirts 

of Bangalore, water stress in agriculture is not 

driven by climate change but by land, labour, 

commodity markets and technology. As urban 

job opportunities become available, rural 

youth become less interested in agriculture. 

Farmers have two options: some switch to 

eucalyptus plantations leaving them free to 

pursue jobs in the city; others (usually 

wealthier and risk-taking) drill deep borewells, 

but can only justify the capital expenditure by Annelies Zoomers, Chair of LANDac 
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switching to cash crops to serve the urban 

market. The problem is that both eucalyptus 

and groundwater over extraction reduce 

sustainability of the resource, furthering 

farmer vulnerability in the medium term. 

Policy steps taken to reverse groundwater 

decline only end up exacerbating the situation. 

In the long term, urbanisation results in a 

complete shift to non-farm occupations and 

water tables begin to rise. 

Srinivasan underlines the implications for 

mobility. Mobility is not only driven by 

government investments, but also by private 

capital investments resulting in gradual 

degradation of the natural resource base. 

Environmental drivers of rural-urban migration 

by mostly middle and lower class farmers are 

important to consider. Relationships are 

complex and mutually reinforcing: mobility 

influences crop choice and land use and this in 

turn influences mobility.  

A question was raised about the politics of 

ground water regulation. Srinivasan replied 

that nothing happens in practice, only on 

paper. There is no political incentive to pass 

any regulation to prevent running out of water 

resources. Wealthier people are not charged. 

On the other hand, few communities join 

forces and establish their own regulation. 

Srinivasan stresses the need to make 

inequalities in water access more visible. 

 

 

SHEELA PATEL Evictions and Imperfect 

Solutions by Urban Poor Social Movements: 

Experiences of Shack Dwellers 

Sheela Patel, director of SPARC (Society for the 

Promotion of Area Resource Centres) and SDI 

(Slum Dwellers International), explains the 

survival strategies of households residing in 

cities as squatters, surviving repeated 

evictions. These evictions do not have the 

intended effects: people know how to avoid 

evictions by squatting on vacant land. They 

defend themselves until the State accepts 

their presence. Their message is: give us a 

secure location and we will build our houses.  

SDI is a transnational social movement of the 

urban poor that gathers data and supports 

women collectives. SDI provides a platform for 

slum dwellers and tries to find solutions for 

urban poverty, housing and infrastructure 

issues. SPARC is an NGO working since 1984 to 

support community organisations of the urban 

poor in their efforts to access secure housing 

and basic amenities. One of the approaches is 

to have communities design their own 

relocations. In India, women living on 

pavements developed a detailed method to 

manage relocation processes and explore 

locations. Over 75,000 households have been 

relocated this way. They are willing to share 

their experiences with others who risk to be 

relocated due to large infrastructure projects, 

conflicts or climate change. Also famines, 

religious rights abuses and extreme poverty 

are drivers for migration. SPARC and SDI 

collaborate on and coordinate projects with 

several communities in African cities. 

A question was raised on the scale of the 

above issues and challenges in India, as well as 

the possibility of a comparative analysis 

between Kenya and India. Patel responded 

that the huge number of informal and not 

acknowledged people in cities is hardly visible 

to the global development community, 
Veena Srinivasan, fellow at ATREE 
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academic knowledge systems and national 

governments. Social movements are needed, 

as the State does not show the willingness to 

build capacity or provide for alternatives. 

People are forced to move into informal 

settlements. Development aid finances 

technical and large infrastructure projects, but 

lacks a standard procedure to map informality. 

 

 

 

MICHAEL UWEMEDIMO Human City Project: 

Telling Stories, Taking Place, Building 

Movements 

Michael Uwemedimo, director of the 

Collaborative Media Advocacy Platform 

(CMAP) and Senior Visiting Research Fellow at 

YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ uses film fragments to 

show how forced evictions have displaced 

hundreds of thousands of people over the past 

two decades in Nigeria's oil capital, Port 

Harcourt. The Nigerian state employs a 

militarized urban development strategy, 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ 

self-built waterfront settlements to an 

unsettling violence. Water pollution due to oil 

exploitation since 1965 further worsened the 

situation and an informal oil economy thrives. 

The people living here want to be engaged by 

the government. People have the right to be 

recognized and heard. In response, the Human 

City Project, a community-driven media, 

architecture, planning and human rights 

initiative in Nigeria, has established platforms 

for community voicing. This is done with 

collaboratively designed and built broadcast 

facilities, music production studios, mobile 

cinemas and town halls. The project enables 

people to tell their stories on film, on air and in 

court, to chart their reality on maps, describe 

their visions in urban action plans and realize 

them in public space interventions. 

 

 

 

Discussion with the audience  

A question was raised on communication 

between people and the government, and 

whether the Human City Project engages with 

the government. Uwemedimo responds that 

the purpose of the government is to privatize 

natural resources and distribute the revenues 

and benefits to patronage networks. The 

project intends to move from opposition to 

proposition and works hard to engage with the 

government, but faces a lack of capacity. As 

such, the project builds these platforms. 

A participant mentions the importance of the 

media in relation to everyday politics and 

movement building. Uwemedimo responds 

that the use of media is a key strategy; radio is 

a key communication canal in Nigeria. Media 

allow people to represent themselves and 

therefore become political. Patel adds that the 

state of national media is depressive. The 

media have become a mouthpiece of the rich 

and the elite. Poor people should be seen as 

Sheela Patel, director of SPARC and SDI Michael Uwemedimo, director of CMAP 



LANDac | Conference Report 2018 |  6 
 

key stakeholders in the political discourse 

instead of disempowered victims. A political 

process is needed to find solutions. Srinivasan 

stresses the importance for politics to become 

local as well as leaving enough space for 

engagement across spaces. Uwemedimo says 

it is important for the people they work with 

to create connections and make spaces 

political to improve access to decision makers. 

Guus van Westen, co-chair of LANDac, leads 

the discussion and highlights the tension 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛȄŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ όǊƛƎƘǘǎύ ŀƴŘ 

highly mobile nature of society, people and 

. How to reconcile these two investments

realities? How can land governance and laws 

be instrumental to facilitate investments, 

while giving communities a basis to claim their 

rights? Van Westen concludes the plenary 

session with the note that despite the many 

problems, hope exists. He expresses the wish 

to include different perspectives in the debate 

and to move on to solutions. 

 

 

 

 

PARALLEL SESSIONS 

Shifting and Demarcating Boundaries: the Role 

of Digital Data Technologies 

This session by ITC ς University of Twente 

discussed the discourses and terminologies 

prevailing in land tenure documentation. Can 

the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ 

ōŜ ΨƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜϥ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΚ Tools for mapping and 

documentation become more bottom-up, as 

former and imported technologies proved 

unsuccessful in some contexts. At the same 

time, innovative technologies need to adjust 

to the institutional setting too, and may thrive 

on the features of conventional systems if links 

are established between them. 

 

Claudia Stöcker (University of Twente) 

presented opportunities and limitations for 

land administration using UAV Technology. In 

an ongoing EU-funded project seven tools 

have been developed to make land rights 

mapping faster, cheaper, easier and more 

responsible (www.its4land.com). The project 

entails pilot training, drone flights planning 

and data acquisition and processing in Rwanda 

and Kenya. So far the UAV technology provides 

for highly accurate aerial images, fast and 

flexible data acquisition and low cost solutions. 

Limitations are regulatory and operational 

constraints, political willingness and (social) 

acceptance of disruptive technologies, as well 

as poor capacity and meteorological 

conditions. 

Anne Girardin (Cadasta Foundation) presented 

on mobile applications and open platforms for 

land documentation. Worldwide, 70% to 80% 

ά/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ς 

Christine Richter (University of 

Twente) 

 

Plenary discussion with keynote speakers Uwemedimo, 
Patel and Srinivasan 

file:///C:/Users/Marthe/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/JNCAFB72/www.its4land.com
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of the land remains undocumented due to lack 

of technology, incomplete digital data and 

expensive software and hardware. The tools of 

Cadasta Foundation provide data about water 

sources, minerals and mining occupancy, and 

forest and lumber concessions. Current 

projects are a participatory mapping project 

for securing tenure in Congo, a project 

mapping dwellers with satellite images in India 

and a documentation project on property 

rights of informal settlements in Zambia. 

While UAV technology and mobile applications 

cases focused on opportunities for land data 

collection and boundary demarcation, Jose 

Mari Daclan (Earthquakes and Megacities 

Initiative (EMI)) focused on the need for and 

challenges of the integration and sharing of 

existing data holdings across different urban 

planning and administrative actors, as well as 

remotely sensed image data to adequately 

assess and manage environmental disaster 

risks in urban settings. The presentation 

described the progress made in the 

development of Geographic Information 

Systems in various southeastern Asian cities, 

but also discussed the continued challenges in 

data sharing and integration. 

Two presentations tackled the relationship 

between local conditions and situation on the 

one hand, and large-scale, global datasets for 

understanding land tenure, environmental 

change and human mobility on the other. 

Based on a case from southern Bangladesh, 

Ingrid Boas (Wageningen University and 

Research) showed how important it is to rely 

not only on big data analysis, but to combine 

remotely sensed or big data analysis with 

qualitative, specifically ethnographic, inquiry in 

order to gain a full understanding and reliable 

interpretation of the causes for and factors 

influencing migration in the context of 

environmental change. Christine Richter 

(University of Twente) addressed challenges of 

translating local tenure conditions into global 

land data and tenure indicators, and illustrated 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘ 

tenure scene and related data collection 

efforts. 

A question from the audience: to what level do 

people resist being photographed, viewed and 

mapped by brought in technologies, as they 

now begin to understand the implications? 

Indeed, some tensions are encountered and 

there is always a risk of data being misused.  

 

One needs to be careful in using technologies, 

as information is power. It is important to 

produce bottom-up technologies with the 

potential to change power structures. The 

discussion with the audience also touched 

upƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ƴƻǊǘƘΩ 

ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ψglobal southΩ in innovation and 

technology transfer, the governance and 

ethics of global digital data flows, challenges of 

dealing with the politics involved in mapping 

land boundaries, and the agency of data itself 

ς the imaginaries that it creates on the one 

hand, and on the other hand the problem of 

having to mostly quantify aspirations and 

concerns in order to bring them to decision 

making tables at supra-local levels. 

Key insights  

ω[ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾernance needs to deal with the 

mobility of land itself due to natural processes, 

hazards and human induced change 

ω¢ƘŜ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŀΥ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ relating 

to land data governance 

ω¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ a) community 

needs and aspirations and b) global aspirations 

and problem framings 

άMapping can also increase ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

vulnerabilityέ ς Sheela Patel 

(SPARC/SDI) 
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ωaƻōƛƭŜ ŀǇǇǎ ŀƴŘ ¦!±ǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

but real success and impact depends on local 

embracing and national buy-in for real impact 

(which needs close monitoring) 

 

 

 

 

Inclusive and sustainable management of 

ŘŜƭǘŀΩs in a changing world  

Globally, deltas are fertile and densely 

populated areas, with a high concentration of 

economic activities. However, deltas are also 

low-lying and extremely prone to flooding, due 

to climate change and human interventions. 

Currently, Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜƭǘŀǎΣ 

especially in the developing world, are 

experiencing rapid change (e.g. subsidence, 

salt water intrusion, climate change, rapid 

urbanization and intensification of economic 

activities) in ways that negatively impact their 

environmental, economic and social 

sustainability. Securing food, livelihoods and 

water security in urbanizing, low-lying deltas 

requires anticipating changing conditions and 

facilitating adaptive management of the socio-

hydrological system to cope with ongoing and 

future changes. This calls for an understanding 

of both the biophysical processes in deltas as 

well as the socio-economic drivers of change. 

This session explored transition pathways 

towards a sustainable and inclusive delta 

management by bringing together social 

scientists and natural scientists, working in 

deltaic regions across the world. With 

academic presentations about Indonesia by 

Bowo Susilo, Rika Harini (Universitas Gadjah 

Mada) and Erlis Saputra (Utrecht University) 

and with a view from practice by Raquel 

Hädrich Silva from Deltares in the Netherlands. 

The discussion was led by Jean du Plessis from 

GLTN/UN-Habitat. 

Key insights 

ω[ŀƴŘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

need to be dealt with as such 

ωIƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ with 

communities to achieve change? 

ωIƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

science and data production? 

Land Rights Encroachment, Civic Resistance and 

Responses to (Trans)national Advocacy 

Ten years after the start of the global land rush 

we are still trying to understand this 

phenomenon and possible ways to reverse its 

negative consequences. There are many 

examples of resistance, advocacy and other 

ways to mitigate the adverse impacts on 

displaced people and actors most affected by 

the appetite for land. As a result of the work of 

local advocacy groups, often in constellation 

with international NGOs, critical journalists, 

activist scholars, as well as multilateral 

institutions, some land deals have been 

successfully stopped and/or the position of 

affected residents has been somewhat 

improved. In other cases, resistance remains 

primarily confined to the local level, with 
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varying results. Yet at the same time, many 

concerns remain. By no means has the global 

land rush come to an end, while also the 

ΨƎŀƛƴǎΩ remain very unequally divided depriving 

the poorest. Also, often operating below the 

radar, there are many cases of land 

appropriation by national elites and/or by 

powerful actors from within the communities. 

Attempts to address the inequalities emerging 

from the global land rush so far have not 

resulted in genuine social reform. In this 

session various forms of resistance, type of 

actors and their alliances as well as their 

advocacy targets and critiques were discussed. 

Organised by and with contributions from 

Marja Spierenburg (Radboud Universiteit 

Nijmegen), Tijo Salverda (University of 

Cologne) and Yunan Xu (Erasmus University 

Rotterdam). Malovika Pawar was discussant. 

Involuntary Resettlement and Development-

induced Displacement, Latest Data and Policy 

Evolutions 

The adoption of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) in 2015 triggered unprecedented 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

the world, from power plants to urban 

renovations. According to some estimates, the 

world needs to invest $3.3 trillion per year in 

infrastructure until 2030. In 2017 the G20 

agreed on the Hamburg Principles, also known 

as the Multilateral Development Banks 

principles, for crowding-in private sector 

finance for growth and sustainable 

development, aimed to mobilize the level of 

finance needed to achieve the SDGs. These 

initiatives, presented as positive advances for 

humanity, can also have devastating effects on 

people. The communities pushed aside to 

make way for these projects are often left 

impoverished and marginalized, in spite of 

social safeguards imposed by the international 

financial institutions that fund them.  

This panel by Christelle Cazabat (Internal 

Displacement Monitoring Centre) and Shona 

Hawkes (Oxfam International) shared latest 

findings on the scale and intensity of this 

phenomenon as well as information and 

recommendations on recent policy evolutions. 

The panel with Ernest Uwayezu (Technische 

Universität München) and Jon Lindsay (World 

Bank) ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΩǎ ƴŜǿ 

resettlement policy and its implications, 

including improvements from its previous 

version, but also concerns on new issues and 

recommendations to ensure that affected 

people are better protected. 

Key insights  

ω¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

scaled up its research on displacement by 

development initiatives and investments in 

2017. Many turn out to be affected 

ω²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

to better protect people. These are very much 

needed 

ω9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

lot of room for increasing the bench marks and 

implementation is key 

Impacts of Oil Palm and Strategies for More 

Sustainable Production 

The conference featured various sessions on 

palm oil production. Sustainability challenges 

of rapid oil palm expansion in Southeast Asia 

continue to be high on national and 

international policy agendas and public 

debates. There is a need to better understand 

how the local socio-economic and 

environmental context, as well as the 

implementation method of oil palm 

plantations (e.g. different business models, 

value chain set-ups and application of 

accountability schemes) affect the local 

community and environment.  
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The first session by Birka Wicke (Utrecht 

University) and Ari Susanti (Universitas Gadjah 

Mada) was organized to better understand the 

impacts and its underlying mechanisms of 

palm oil production, as well as responsibilities 

of the many actors involved. Also with 

presentations from Harold Liversage (IFAD), 

Katie Minderhoud (Solidaridad Europe), Maja 

Slingerland (Wageningen University and 

Research) and George Schoneveld (CIFOR). 

The discussion was led by Heru Komarudin 

(CIFOR). 

Two sessions by Rosa de Vos (Wageningen 

University and Research) addressed the rural 

transformations induced by large-scale 

industrial crop production. These panels tried 

to understand the meaning of rural 

transformation in oil palm areas, and explored 

emergent initiatives to address negative 

consequences of such transformations. With 

presentations by Dian Ekowati, Agus Andrianto 

(CIFOR), Lukas Wibowo (Indonesian Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry), Bayu Eka Yulian 

(Bogor Agricultural University) and Ward 

Berenschot (Royal Netherlands Institute of 

Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies). 

Key insights 

ω¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

factors and conditions that could minimize 

burdens and reap more benefits. We do not 

comprehensively understand why some 

sustainable and inclusive production strategies 

work in one place, but not in another  

ω! Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ to implement these 

strategies ς who is responsible for the 

implementation and who will finance it? 

ωtǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜ-scale land acquisition for 

oil palm plantations are too fragmented and 

complex, and the consequences of this are too 

unpredictable to be regulated by sustainability 

standards alone 
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Scaling up women's land rights 

A central conference topic ǿŀǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦŀŎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 

obstacles to land access and security, and two panels showcased a selection of efforts at scaling up 

ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ Paul van Asperen (University of Twente) highlighted the potential of 

cooperatives in Rwanda and Philip Kilonzo (ActionAid) explained the transformative potential of a 

ǊǳǊŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ in Kenya. Mohammad Rezaul Karim presented about IFADΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

in Bangladesh ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜment project by giving them legal 

recognition on title deeds. Kwabena Obeng Asiama (University of Twente) presented on the Ashanti 

 womeƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ DƘŀƴa.

A roundtable discussed concrete outcomes of the LANDac action research programme Securing 

WoƳŜƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΥ {ŎŀƭƛƴƎ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭΣ YŜƴȅŀΣ aŀƭŀǿƛ ŀƴŘ aƻȊŀƳōƛǉǳŜ (WLRA). 

¢ƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Women2Kilimanjaro initiative, LANDac cooperated with grassroots and development organisations 

to implement a year-long action research programme. The programme, funded by the Dutch 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, aims to identify, build upon and scale successful practices and 

experiences of grassroots organisations and movements ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

and control over land and natural resources in Africa. Together with Griet Steel (LANDac/UU), Fridah 

Githuku chaired the roundtable and presented the work by GROOTS Kenya. Nzira Deus presented 

the tools and approach of Fórum Mulher in Mozambique, El Hadji Faye did so for ENDA Pronat in 

Senegal and Philip Kilonzo for ActionAid Kenya. Other partners are ADECRU in Mozambique and 

Oxfam in Malawi. The presentations were followed by a lively discussion involving, among others,  

representatives from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the International Land Coalition. 

 

WLRA programme partners Nzira Deus, Griet Steel and Fridah Githuku 

Key insights 

ω¢ƛǘƭŜ ǇƭǳǎΥ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ women. Other aspects of 

land governance are also important to realize equal land rights for women and men 

ωLƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ 

ω!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ όǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜn), scale (from grassroots to State and 

international) and across sectors (agriculture, housing, transport, etc.) 
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Infrastructure and Mobilities 

This panel aimed to deepen our understanding 

on the relationship between infrastructure 

projects and various modes of mobility, as 

there is a resurgence of investments in climate 

resilient, sustainable and inclusive 

infrastructures and related new industries and 

city development. In particular, the need for 

infrastructures to enhance resilience of people 

to be able to safely move around or to stay has 

been increasing in the developing world. 

However, little has been studied about 

implications of the new infrastructures for new 

mobilities of people, knowledge, goods and 

policies. With presentations by Bernardo 

Almeida (Van Vollenhoven Institute), Rijanta 

(Gadjah Mada University), Janwillem Liebrand 

(Wageningen University and Research) and 

Shih-Jung Hsu (National Chengchi University). 

Key insights  

ωLƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ŝƴǘŀƛƭǎ 

formalization of land and property rights 

ωCƻǊƳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 

creates new problems  

ω²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǾŜstments and 

infrastructure as public work? 

 

CITYforum: Multi stakeholder approaches to 

urban inclusive development 

In past years, we have seen that investments 

intended to help cities grow or become 

climate-resilient are often designed abroad. 

Moreover, they may come at the expense of 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΦ In Jakarta 

and Manila, an unprecedented surge in 

investments in infrastructure and land have 

severely impacted local people and 

communities. To raise attention and foster 

partnerships on this issue, LANDac initiated 

the CITYforum in September 2017. 

The CITYforum is a multi-stakeholder platform 

on inclusive urban development and 

infrastructure. The initial focus on Jakarta, 

Indonesia and Manila, Philippines was widened 

in 2018 to include organisations working in 

Beira, Mozambique and Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

among others. Prior to the conference, 

LANDac facilitated a follow-up expert meeting 

with individuals from 16 organisations 

currently working on ways to make 

investments in urban development more 

inclusive and sustainable. With the CITYforum, 

LANDac aims to generate new ideas and new 

partnerships between those working in the 

Netherlands and on the ground in cities where 

investments are taking place. 

A first presentation by Esther Bosgra detailed 

the approach of the Human Cities Coalition, an 

inclusive public-private sector collaboration. 

Esther explained about the role of businesses, 

government and communities. Next, Romy 

Santpoort (LANDac) presented the CITYforum 

approach. The discussion was led by Marthe 

Derkzen (LANDac). The presentations were 

followed by an interactive workshop. This 

workshop opened the floor to existing 

CITYforum participants and non-participants 

from all sectors (policy, research and practice) 

to share their experiences and lessons learnt 

related to land and urban development in 

their cities. tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƳŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ 

¢ƘƛƴƎ CǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ [ŀōΣ 

that gives you prompts to collaboratively and 

competitively describe objects from a range of 

alternative futures, participants discussed in 

groups about a law related to land in a 

prosperous future. 

Key insight 

ω²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭƻs of 

development and shift from a sectoral 

approach to terrain development. Multi-

stakeholder approaches should not only focus 

on water, slums, etc. 
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5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ Ψ¦Ǌōŀƴ [ŀƴŘ 

DǊŀōǎΩΥ !ŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ 

Land in the urban sphere has been 

insufficiently conceptualized. To further 

unpack urban land investments and their 

effects on social justice, we need to grasp and 

analyse the various emerging modalities of 

direct displacement and dispossession (e.g. 

eviction of slum dwellers) as well as more 

indirect processes of enclosure and exclusion 

(e.g. gentrification, enclosure of the urban 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ ΨōŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ 

ǊŜǾŀƴŎƘƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ ΨǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΩ ǊŜǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘύΦ 

With presentations by Nikuze about disaster 

induced displacement (University of Twente), 

Jean du Plessis (GLTN/UN-Habitat) about the 

role of responsible land administration, Salah 

Eldin Hassan Ahmed Abukashawa (Estidama) 

about relocation processes in Khartoum, 

Sudan and Griet Steel (Utrecht University) 

about inclusive ǳǊōŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƭand gǊŀōǎέ 

in conditions of rapid urban growth. 

Key insights 

ωThe pre-relocation process is important. We 

need to look at the long-term chain of effects 

of displacement 

ωDƭƻōŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

necessarily merge with national and local 

realities 

ω¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊƛ-urban is the research frontier 

Titling in the Urban Periphery ς Who wins, who 

loses?  

Land reform is traditionally set in from a 

national level, though can only attribute to the 

improvement of the living conditions and 

perspectives of the population through its 

application on the ground. Local actors are 

therefore crucial to give meaning to the 

juridical framework and to make sure that land 

rights are inclusive, promote economic 

development, reduce poverty, and contribute 

to an accessible financial system. Addressing 

tenure issues  remains one of the most 

complex issues that society faces in our quest 

to achieve livable environments. 

The fluidity and complexity of land tenure 

systems and how they are governed in Africa 

and Asia more often leaves many deprived of 

access to land, creates conflicts and increases 

insecurity amongst low-income communities. 

In developing countries, tenure systems exist 

in a continuum that ranges from statutory to 

customary to informal with many other forms 

in-between, all with varying connections with 

tenure security or the lack thereof. In many 

cases, it proves challenging to distinguish the 

tenure status and rights associated to it.  

Three key-note speakers presented their views 

and experiences on the long-term impacts of 

land titling initiatives to stimulate social and 

economic development. The Mayor of 

Klouékanmè  in Benin, Gabriel Togbevi Honfin, 

shared his views on the role of local 

governments to institutionally anchor 

sustainable and inclusive land administration. 

Ore Fika and Paul Rabé (IHS) presented the 

case of Lagos, Nigeria and Bangalore, India on 

the multifaceted debate on the long-term 

impacts of land titling in the urban periphery 

(peri-urban). The constant state of change in 

the urban periphery has enabled an increase in 

titling activities with varying social and 

economic outcomes for different groups, with 

impacts on adjacent urban areas. 

Key insights  

ωInclusive tenure security should look beyond 

land titling 

ωOften the poor bear direct negative 

consequences of land titling: what do we do 

for them? 
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Leveraging SDG Momentum: Challenges and 

Opportunities for Land Monitoring 

With the inclusion of several land-related 

indicators in the SDGs, land data collection and 

monitoring has reached an unprecedented 

momentum. Now is a crucial moment for the 

land sector ς civil society, academia and 

practitioners ς to work together effectively 

and share knowledge about land rights issues 

with key and wider audiences, as well as with 

one another. However, the information 

landscape is fragmented, inaccessible and not 

at all democratized. This session brought 

together people working on monitoring land 

governance data, to take a step back and 

leverage this momentum into something that 

is not only about monitoring the SDGs, but also 

about how to achieve these. Lisette Mey (Land 

Portal), Ward Anseeuw (International Land 

Coalition) and Astrid Zweynert (Thomson 

Reuters (PLACE)) facilitated a talk show with 

contributions from Paul van Asperen 

(University of Twente), Thea Hilhorst (World 

Bank), Barbara Codispoti (Oxfam Novib) and 

Laura Meggiolaro (Land Portal). 

Key insights  

ω¢ƻ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ the data momentum, 

collaboration between countries, sectors and 

initiatives is key. It is important to recognize 

and be aware of other initiatives and overlaps, 

but also the differences between them. Every 

initiative brings its own perspective and that 

variety of perspectives is essential 

ω5ŀǘŀ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5Dǎ 

should not become a goal in and of itself, but 

rather the means for transformative action 

and to be used as a basis for interventions 

ω¢ƘŜ {5Dǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ 

sector to maintain a balance between being 

practical and being able to get comparable 

data for all countries (i.e. agreeing on a 

common set of indicators)  


