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1. Research project: 
Land Rush in the 
Great Lakes 

2. Methodology to 
study resistance: 
applied theatre 

3. Ethical challenges 
and reflections 

 

 



Regional drivers Global drivers 

Overpopulation 

Extreme land 

scarcity 

Legacy of 

conflict 

Rush on land 

óModernisationô 

Climate 

change 



3 

Agrarian and 

land policies 

Regional drivers Global drivers 



3 
Politiques 

agraires et 

foncières 

Rwanda Burundi DRC(east) 

State strong in crisis ΨweakΩ 

Governance top-down dispersed fragmented 

Alliances budget aid fragmented aid civil society 

Å Neo-liberal agrarian and land policies 

Å Focus on productive value of agriculture 

Å Partnerships: public ï private ï civil society 

Regional drivers Global drivers 
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the local level 



 

Different shades of resistance 
Coping Strategies  

 individual acts of violation aimed at survival 

Deliberate violation  

individual acts of deliberately violation (element of pride) 

Collective conscience  

individual acts of violation with implicit support from others 

Collective hidden acts   

collective acts of violation, but part of the hidden transcript 

Infrapolitics (Scott) 

Disguised collective acts of violation intrude public sphere  

Narrow Political Action  

organised acts performed in public that pursue immediate change 

Broad Political Action  

organised acts performed in public that pursue abstract political aims 

Entanglement of 

resistance ï role of 

variety of actors beyond 

ódominantô ï ódominatedô 

Evolution of resistance in 

space and time 

renegociation ï 

reappropriation - dialogue 



How to 

study 

resistance? 

Image courtesy: Chaire Singleton, UCL, 2015 



Innovative research method: 
ÅQualitative in-depth research ï long-term 

engagement  

ÅElaboration of innovative methods: Simulation game 

transformed into community theatre action research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅIn close collaboration with civil society organisations 

and local theatre groups created through the research 

project 

ÅDiscussion through participation of public 



Développements LAND RUSH: an applied theatre method 


