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Research 
The aim of the current project is to gain a better understanding of current 
processes of land acquisition related to the rapidly expanding ‘soya frontier’ in 
South America, by analyzing how soya production rapidly increased, first in 
Argentina, but then spreading into Paraguay and other countries of the region. 
Today, there are clear indications that the frontier is also moving from South 
America in the direction of Africa (i.e. connections between Argentina-Brazil 
South Africa and Mozambique).  
 
We intend to understand the logics, strategies and mechanisms pushing forward 
the global soya chain, focusing on trajectories within Argentina and also heading 
other countries in the Chaco region, but also on connections with South Africa and 
Mozambique. This means focusing on how is soya expanding across space – who 
are the main actors, and what are the implications for ‘local’ population groups in 
terms of sustainable and equitable development. Moreover, what is the 
(potential) role of land governance in controlling the process, dealing with 
different power groups and conflicts as well as with benefit sharing. 
 
This research will study project the different frontiers of expansion of GM soya, 
taking Argentina as a node for this expansion. There is no other country in the 
world has devoted such a large area to a single GM crop – mostly Monsanto’s 
Round-up Ready (RR) soya, and this opens a number of questions about land 
governance in a broad sense. After identifying a number of frontiers of expansion, 
which will have to deal in one or other way with governance issues and social 
change and conflict inherent to it. For this analysis I will necessarily deal with 
power relations, institutions and resistance to them. 
 
Research questions 
1) Which are the different frontiers through which GM soya is expanding? 
2) Which are the main interest groups (social and institutional) involved in this 
expansion? 
3) What kind of arrangements are made to facilitate/contro/ resisit the expansion 
of soya frontiers (new legislation, territorial planning processes, legal claims, 
violence, illegality, and CSR initiatives) and what are the implications for power 
relations and/or socio-economic differentiation? 
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